Recovery issues for African Americans following treatment of oral cavity/pharynx cancer.
Despite the high incidence of oral cavity/pharynx cancer (OCPC) in African Americans, there is little scientific evidence to date that describes the recovery process following treatment of OCPC in this population. Ethnic differences in an array of psychosocial factors, such as emotional regulation styles and social networks, may influence the recovery course with different morbidities and mortality than European Americans. This paper provides an overview of the current literature pertaining to recovery from treatment of OCPC in the African American population.